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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1, 5, 11, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sleevi U. S. Patent No. 4,811,382. 



States. 
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Regarding claim 1, Sleevi teaches a method of time slicing a 
telecommunications call, comprising: 

connecting a caller to a subscriber of a time slicing service (see column 4, lines 
64-67); 

determining if the subscriber is available to receive a call from the caller (see 
column 5, lines 4-7); 

connecting the caller to an alternate device that provides alternate services when 
.the subscriber is not available to receive the call (see column 7, lines 5-10); 



terminating the alternate services and resuming communication between the 
caller to the subscriber when the subscriber is available to receive the call (see column 
7, lines 50-52); and 

determining a portion of total call charges associated with the calKhat is 
attributable to at least one entity other than the subscriber based on the alternate 
services provided (see column 9, lines 3-8). 

Regarding claim 5, Sleevi teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting a 
caller comprises: 

routing the call through a device capable of detecting if the subscriber is available 
to receive the call (see column 5, lines 4-7). 
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Regarding claim 11, Sleevi teaches a method, wherein the step of terminating 
the alternate services comprises: 

receiving a signal representing that the subscriber is available to receive the call 
(see column 7, lines 40-46); and 

interrupting the alternate services to reconnect the caller and the subscriber (see 
column 7, lines 46-52). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Sleevi teaches a method of time slicing a 
telecommunications call, comprising: 

connecting a caller to a called party (see column 4, lines 64-67); 

determining that one of the caller and the called party is not available for 
communication with the other of the caller and the called party (see column 5, lines 4-7); 

connecting the other of the caller and the called party to a device that provides 
alternate services while the caller or called party is not available (see column 7, lines 5- 
10); 

terminating the alternate services and resuming communication between the 
caller and the called party when both the caller and the called party are available for 
communication (see column 7, lines 50-52); and 

determining a portion of total call charges that are attributable to at least one of 
the caller, the called party and another entity based on the alternate services provided 
(see column 9, lines 3-8). 
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3. Claims 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Gregorek et al U. S. Patent No. 5,321,740 (hereinafter Gregorek). 

Regarding claim 16, Gregorek teaches a telecommunications system having a 
time slicing capability, comprising: 

an originating switch that receives a signal from a caller indicating a desire to be 
connected with a called party (see column 2, lines 56-63); 

a controller that provides information regarding how the signal from the caller 
should be handled (see 15 on FIG. 1 and column 2, lines 63-66); 

a destination switch that connects to the called party based on information from 
the controller (see column 3, lines 6-11); 

a switching network that interconnects the originating switch with the destination 
switch (see 23 on FIG. 1); 

a sensing device that detects that one of the caller and the called party is not 
available for communication (see column 3, lines 9-11); and 

an alternate services device that provides alternate services to the other of the 
caller and the called party while the caller or called party is unavailable (see column 4, 
lines 36-38); 

wherein portions of the call during which alternate services are provided are 
charged to entities based on the alternate services provided (see column 8, lines 20- 



25). 
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Regarding claim 18, Gregorek teaches a system, wherein the sensing device is 
an IP device that detects a lack of communication between the caller and the called 
party (see column 3, lines 9-12)[Network signaling system is an IP]. 

Regarding claim 19, Gregorek teaches a system, wherein the alternate services 
device is an IP that provides advertising information to the caller while the called party is 
unavailable (see column 4, lines 36-43) [the marketing system is an IP]. 

Regarding claim 20, Gregorek teaches a system, wherein portions of the call 
during which advertising information is provided to the caller is charged to an advertiser 
associated with the advertising information (see column 8, lines 20-25). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 7, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sleevi in view of Andrews et al U. S. Patent No. 5,271,058 
(hereinafter Andrews). 

Regarding claim 2, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 2 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose an automatic call distributor associated with the subscriber. 

However, Andrews teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting a caller 
comprises: 

connecting the caller to an automatic call distributor associated with the 
subscriber (see column 12, lines 22-27). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding an automatic call distributor associated 
with the subscriber as taught by Andrews. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the receiving call using an 
automatic call distributor such that the service provider would determine when the 
subscriber is available. 
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Regarding claim 7, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 7 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose a signal from the subscriber. 

However, Andrews teaches a method, wherein the step of determining if the 
subscriber is available comprises: 

receiving a signal from the subscriber indicating that the subscriber is not 
available to receive the call (see column 12, lines 10-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding a signal from the subscriber as taught 
by Andrews. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the receiving call using a signal 
from the subscriber such that the service provider would if the subscriber line is idle. 
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Regarding claim 8, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 8 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose the connection between the caller and the subscriber as 
active. 

However, Andrews teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting the caller 
to an alternate device comprises: 

maintaining the connection between the caller and the subscriber as active (see 
column 12, lines 35-36); and 

connecting the caller to an IP that provides the alternate services (see column 
12, lines 36-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding the connection between the caller and 
the subscriber as active as taught by Andrews. 

The modification will allow the system to manage to maintain the connection 
between the caller and the subscriber as active such that the service provider would 
terminate the call when the subscriber is available. 
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Regarding claim 10, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 10 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose receiving a signal from the subscriber indicating that the 
subscriber is available to receive the call. 

However, Andrews teaches a method, wherein the step of terminating the 
alternate services comprises: 

receiving a signal from the subscriber representing that the subscriber is 
available to receive the call (see column 12, lines 12-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding receiving a signal from the subscriber 
indicating that the subscriber is available to receive the call as taught by Andrews. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the receiving a signal from the 
subscriber indicating that the subscriber is available to receive calls such that the 
service provider would switch the message when the subscriber line is available. 
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6. Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sleevi in view of lida et al U. S. Patent No. 5,440,541 (hereinafter lida). 

Regarding claim 3, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 3 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose an ATM backbone. 

However, lida teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting a caller 
comprises: 

connecting the caller to the subscriber through a telecommunications system 
having an ATM backbone (see column 13, lines 30-32). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding an ATM backbone as taught by lida. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the receiving call using an ATM 
backbone such that the subscriber would send the advertising through the switch. 
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Regarding claim 6, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 6 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose the voice activity between the caller and the subscriber. 

However, lida teaches a method, wherein the step of determining if the 
subscriber is available comprises: 

detecting voice activity between the caller and the subscriber (see column 6, 
lines 54-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding the voice activity between the caller and 
the subscriber as taught by lida. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the voice activity between the 
caller and the subscriber such that the service provider would monitor the call. 
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7. Claims 4, 9, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sleevi in view of Gregorek. 

Regarding claim 4, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 4 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose the alternate services should be provided at any point. 

However, Gregorek teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting a caller 
comprises: 

determining if the subscriber is associated with time slicing services (see column 
2, lines 63-66); and 

determining at least one of an alternate device that provides alternate services, a 
key sequence that indicates the subscriber is available to receive a call, whether 
alternate services in progress should be completed or interrupted when reconnecting a 
caller to the subscriber (see column 4, lines 4-10), and whether alternate services 
should be provided at any point after the subscriber receives the call (see column 5, 
lines 6-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding the alternate services should be 
provided at any point as taught by Gregorek. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the alternate services such that 
the service provider would broadcast the marketing messages. 
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Regarding claim 9, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 9 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose advertising information to the caller. 

However, Gregorek teaches a method, wherein the step of connecting the caller 
to an alternate device comprises: 

connecting the caller to a device that provides advertising information to the 
caller (see column 4, lines 36-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding advertising information to the caller as 
taught by Gregorek. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the advertising information 
such that the service provider would promote the sale. 
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Regarding claim 12, Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 12 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose the alternate services are complete before reconnecting the 
caller and the subscriber. 

However, Gregorek teaches a method, wherein the step of terminating alternate 
services comprises: 

waiting until the alternate services are complete before reconnecting the caller 
and the subscriber (see column 5, lines 6-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding the alternate services are complete 
before reconnecting the caller and the subscriber as taught by Gregorek. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the advertising information 
such that the service provider would have a few second before connecting the parties. 
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Regarding claim 13 ( Sleevi as applied to claim 1 above differs from claim 13 in 
that Sleevi did not disclose charges to an entity that owns advertising information. 

However, Gregorek teaches a method, wherein the step of determining a portion 
of total call charges comprises: 

allocating charges to an entity that owns advertising information that is provided 
to the caller during the call (see column 8, lines 20-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sleevi by adding charges to an entity that owns 
advertising information as taught by Gregorek. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the advertising information 
such that the caller would be billed for communication times only. 
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8. Claims 17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gregorek in view of lida. 



Regarding claim 17, Gregorek as applied to claim 16 above differs from claim 
17 in that Gregorek did not disclose the switching network is an ATM backbone having 
a multipoint-to-multipoint connection capability. 

However, lida teaches a system, wherein the switching network is an ATM 
backbone having a multipoint-to-multipoint connection capability (see column 13, lines 
30-32). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Andrews by adding the switching network is an ATM 
backbone having a multipoint-to-multipoint connection capability as taught by lida. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the receiving call using an ATM 
backbone such that the subscriber would send the advertising through the switch. 
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Regarding claim 21, Gregorek as applied to claim 16 above differs from claim 
21 in that Gregorek did not disclose an SCP. 

However, lida teaches a system, wherein the sensing device comprises an SCP 
that does not keep track of called party resources (see 1 1 on FIG. 4 and column 4, lines 
65-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Andrews by adding an SCP as taught by lida. 

The modification will allow the system to manage the incoming call using an SCP 
such that the system would have advertising save in the database. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kay et al is cited for an area wide centrex (see FIG. 2). 

Moll is cited for a reverse direction calling system (see FIG. 2). 

McLeod et al is cited for a long distance telephone switching system with 
enhanced subscriber services (see FIG. 1). 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4750. 
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